AND FI NAL L Yaméaery. grateful to David Roe for volunteering to take pn
the role of Newsletter Editor- please give him your wholehearted support and
send in LON®Osf wasttufnfgdé t o hear fromf yolt
my grateful thanks to John Pearce and Frank Ince for their support in{peaofing
the newsletters which | have edited/ou do a great job guys! Roy Starkey

BRI TI SH MI CROM
SOCI ETY

http://britishmicromountsoci

Chris Jewson kindly drew my attention to some images recently promoted on the NEWSLETTER-OIGTOBBR 2013

internet featuring shots of the
Danxia scenic area in Gansu §
province, northwest China.
The region is noted for a red-
dish sandstone that has bee
eroded to create unusual and
striking rock formations. The
rainbow mountains became a
UNESCO World Heritage Sitg
in 2010. Whilst there appears
to be a certain amount of
doubt about the authenticity of
the images and colouring thereof, the mountains do appear to exist, and would
make an interesting excursion for any members planning on being in China anytime
soon.
See (for examplehttp://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2013/aug/01/rainbgw
mountainschinain-pictures

and
http://www.isciencetimes.com/articles/5982/20130902/rainuowintainschina
colorfutdanxialandformvideo.htm Bob King (1923 -2013) centre, receiving the very first Russell Medal from Bob Symes
in May 1992, with his wife Sally looking on (see page 35)
Thank you to everyone wh_o has contributed material. _ _ CONTENTS
Please send all contributions for the next Newsletterpreferably in electronig
format by email, todavid@d-roe.freeserve.co.uk Officers Contact Details and 2 South Crofty Mine update 24
(WORD, RTF, WORKS, OpenOffice.org, MS Publisher or plain text) with phgtos Membership changes Scotgold Cononish update 24
attached as separate jpeq files 32" British Micromount Symposium 3 Minco North Pennines update 25
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 6  Kennecott Landslide update 25
. . . . Competition Results 12  Yorkshire Potash update 26
The next BMS Newsletter should be issued in February 2014. All contribufions An Alternative View of the Symposium 12 Lapworth Museum 27
gratefully received so please get writing! Deadline for contributions for that issu¢ is What 6s Around on t he 13T albPrase ¢ Vitamin C 28
3rd January 2014 BMS Competition Rules 16  Thoughts from the Editor -in-Waiting 28
- - — - - - Symposium Feedback 19 Thoughts from Inside a Black Box 29
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of its corresponc Missing at the Symposium fi can you 19 Cornwall Round -up (Part 1) 30
; ; ; i ; help? Branch News 32
and'are not_necessarlly agreed with, or shared by_ th_e Edl_tor, the British M!grom BMS Constitution (revised) 19 George William Hall (1924 -2013) 33
Society or its Members. The accuracy of submissions is the responsibility o Margate (Kent) is Twinned with Idar - 22 Robert (Bob) J. King (1923 -2013) 35
; ; ; H Oberstein (Germany) And Finally ¢é ORainBB®w Mo
authors and will not necessarily be checked by the Editor for validity. Hemerdon Mine update 23 contributions efc.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS REMINDER fi if you did not renew your subscription
at the recent BMS Symposium, please remember to send a cheque for
£10 single or £12 family to David Binns by the end of December.

Also, please check that we have your up -to-date contact details -
address, telephone and email. If not, please notify David Binns.
A revised list of members was issued at the Symposium. If you were
not at the Symposium, your copy is enclosed herewith.

BMS New

sl ettt

provide a service to researchers wanting to know what references were made to any
given Mine, something which | was able to make use of in my own project to
document the history of the famous Herodsfoot Mine in Cornwall, and saving
hundreds of hours of search time.

George passed away on Sunday" 1duly 2013 in Ludlow Community Hospital,
following a short illness. In addition to being the President of the Welsh Mines Society,
George was a founder member and former Director of the Welsh Mines Preservation
Trust.
ROBERT (BOB) J. KING (1923 -2013)
Roy Starkey

As this newsletter was about to go to press we learned with sadness of the death of

Bob King , peacefully in his sleep, at home, on™ 2%Beptember

Bob was the founder of The Russell Society and a former member of staff at the
Geology Department of the University of Leicester. He was welbwn in the world

of earth science curation and a highly regarded field Mineralogist. Bob was born in
1923 in Leicester. He attended the City Boys School, Leicester, and later earned an
MSc in Geology from Imperial College London in 1972. The Mineralogy of

Leicestershire was Bob's real passion and he pursued this interest as the subject of «
PhD at the University of Leicester in 1973. His fine personal Mineral collection was

purchased by the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, in 1983.

In 1972, Bob founded the Russell Society, named in honour of his mentor Sir Arthur
Russell, a body which continues to thrive today, 40 years later. Bob's professional
interests embraced all aspects of Mineralogy and geology, but especially curation o
geological materials. He was a founder member of the Geological Curators Group and
winner of its A. G. Brighton Medal in 1995. He was honoured by the naming of
Offacolus kingi, a chelicerate arthropod which he discovered in the concretions of the
Silurianaged Wenlock Formation in Herefordshire (Ot al, 2000), and in 2002 the
Mineral bobkingite was named for him (Hawthoretal, 2002).

A full obituary will appear in the next issue of the Journal of the Russell Society.
Our condolences go to his wife Sally and family.

References
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British metalliferous mining and mining history, and author of two standard works on
the subject The Metal Mines of Southern Wales (1971), and The Gold Mines of
Merioneth (1975). A second edition of The Metal Mines of Southern Wales was
published in 1993.

George was educated St Wilfridbds prep
evacuated George was educated St
Wil fridos prep sc
Sussex, and was later evacuated t
Lampeter in Cardiganshire, which ng
doubt played an important role in
encouraging his love of Wales. H¢g
developed a lifelong interest in Mines an
mining, andwhen callagp in the latter
stages of the Second World War, George
volunteered for the Mines as his Nationa
Service and was placed in the New Dun
Mine near Coleford in the Forest of
Dean.

Throughout his life he had three great loves: cycling, Mines and Wales. Cycling was a
natur al consequence of his fatherds bu
interest in Mines, principally UK metal Mines, never faded. He was a close friend of
the late David Bick and together they spent many years exploring remote corners of
Wales in pursuit of their mining history interests.

With his father he formed The Elenith Mining Company in 1946, which was intended
to reopen the Esgair Mwyn Mine in Cardiganshire. BMS member Neil Hubbard spent
some time working with George in the 1980s trying to get the old mill and processing
equipment into an operational state, but this was later abandoned. He acted as a
consultant in a project to reopen the Gwynfynnedd Gold Mine in North Wales in
1981. Although the Mine did produce gold, it was unfortunately not in sufficient
guantity to be commercially viable. A litlen own aspect of t he
however was the presentation of a one kilogram ingot of gold (now on display at the
National Waterfront Museum in Swansea) from the Mine to Her Majesty the Queen
on her 60" birthday in 1986, thus ensuring the supply of Welsh gold for the traditional
royal wedding rings for future generations.

George amassed a comprehensive library and archive of books and documents
relating to metalliferous mining, most notable amongst which perhaps is his run of the
Mining Journal, to which he compiled a manual index to every volume, by noting the
page number on which every named British Mine was mentioned, and copying this
information into a series of school exercise books, by hand! He was thus able to
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32" BRITISH MICROMOUNT SYMPOSIUM
20-22 September 2013
Roy Starkey

Another year gone, another year older, but once again the faithful gathered in
Leicester to pay homage to the world of microminerals. For the first time ever, the
Symposium started formally at 2pm on the Friday afternoon. This changed the dynamic
considerably, and the excited buzz which usually characterises Saturday morning wa
instead fully underway by about 2.30pm on Friday! This had the (possibly predictable)
effect of dragging everything forward somewhat, meaning that people had done much
of their OMineral l ookingdé and purchasi
there was more opportunity for chatting and discussion.

This year there was a great deal of material for sale and on the grab table (largely from
the collection of the late Mary Hyde of Cheltenham), and a large selection of books
and magazines too.

Frantic activity aroMhdrbobbeop6&r Booma3dd wi
b | e ibis amazing what people find hard at work
attractive when it is freebod

BMS Chairman Martin Stolworthy welcomed delegates to th& ymposium on
Saturday morning, and wished everyone an enjoyable and successful weekend. Mart
caught everyone oon the hopdé (includin
break with tradition, that the Mike Rothwell Award would this year go to none other
than DavidRoemuch appl ause! (And we di dsofit e
David). Rick Turner presented a talk on his personal experiences of the famous
Tsumeb Mine, and Martin Stolworthy gave an interesting account of a small, and little
known, working - Kilham Tin Mine, soutleast of St. Neot, in Cornwall, and the
source of some fine specimens of jeanbandyite.

This year, for the first ti me -iwherehtemd b e
offered for sale are laid out on a table with a bidding sheet next to each. Bidders enter
the price they are prepared to pay and the auction runs until ageterMined closing

ti me. The oOsilent auctiondé was a great
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Alan Dyer and Beryl Taylor deep in con-
versation galore apparently!

The hotel lobby sales area fi bargains

next year.

The principal objective of the o0silent
the main auction was restricted to a reasonable number, and of a much higher quality
than usual. The strategy worked well, and the main auction had a much better feel to
it. The proceeds of the combined auctions generated £1089 for Society funds, which is
greafi thank you to everyone who provided items for sale, and to those who bid for

Competition was fierce on the Lots to look at on the sales tables

Silent Auction tables

Auctioneer Trevor Bridges
extracting cash from the delegates
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The Chairman finds a quiet moment to
take a break in the fresh air

information please contact John Hall on 01444 415066 ogalall116@gmail.com

NW BMS Meeting 9 " September 2013 - Show and Tell
Harry Critchley

Six members attended the MONDAY afternoon meeting which was being trialled as
an alternative day to our usual Saturday meetings. Beryl Taylor was not well and
gave her apologies, as did David Hardman who was attending to Margaret following
a minor op, and Keith Snell who was on a visit to London.

The most unusual specimens were the eggs which David Green had brought, a

nei ghbour keeps chickens! After talk of
later the serous business of looking at specimens started. John Vanston had brought
two trays of material from North Wales
and check, though this time they were

the usual .. as identified by H.C.! David looked through the Frongoch material in
Har r y 6s Odogwihglcleanges as mecessary to some of the lébels c | udi ng
is not as labelled, but not sure what itdother thaninterestingé Davi d, [
has been oOreviewingd his collected ma
guantdat iperso6c ess Onet-mourediemgod.t oHeashadl eod
on a Silver Gill piece, and scotlandite on one from Leadhills. Both David and Harry
concluded that reviewing pieces coll ec
sever al onew findso, due to increased
finds that may not have been made at the time of collection. The usual refreshments
were served and the meeting finished about 4:30pm. David distributed several large
bags of oboxesd which wémanytbaoks pavid.s t o |

Midlands Branch
Jane Randle

The next Midlands Branch meeting will be held on SunddyDiEcember at Roy &
Mary Starkeyds home in Bromsgrove. The
Please contact Jane Randle on 01865 880606 or ¢mmaib.randle @btinternet.com

if you are interested in coming along.

GEORGE WILLIAM HALL (1924 -2013)
(abridged from a longer tribute in the Russell Society Newsletter)
Roy Starkey

Although not a BMS member, George Hall is surely a name that will be familiar to
many readers. His passing, earlier this year, marks the end of an era, and certainly
warrants a note in our newsletter. | first met George at a Welsh Mines Society
event back in the early 1980s. He was already a-kvedwn figure in the world of
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